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powers should be utilized as. well. The same general
principle applies to the relative emphasis to be placed
on either memory or reasoning, wherever the problem
is that of habituation versus rationalization.

Where concepts are lacking, actual experience with the
concrete should precede further efforts to master abstrac-
tions. The step from the concrete to the abstract is
often difficult for the child to make; in consequence it is
frequently necessary to help him in making this transi-
tion. Specific devices will suggest themselves to every
skillful teacher, once she is aware of the problem.1

There is less doubt about the procedure advisable for
the utilization of special abilities. Surely, capacities
that are found to exist should be trained intensively;
they should be made to compensate for any other lack,
in so far as this is possible. In them lies the greatest
hope for the individual's future, not only from the stand-
point of later vocational and industrial life, but also for
the development of wholesome interests and moral wel-
fare.

At what age the study of the mental processes, through
testing and other means, should be undertaken can only
be answered in general terms. For several reasons, we
believe that it should be begun as soon as possible

1 Unfortunately, at the present time ther$ is no standard work on the
devices which may be utilized for the training of special abilities and dis-
abilities. Here and there, widely scattered in the literature of special
subjects, there may be found treatment of particular points. One may
consult with most promise of help the good bibliographies of William
Stern (" Differentielle Psychologic." Leipzig, 1911) and Ernst Meumann
(" Vorlesungen zur Einf uhrung in die Experimentelle Padagogik.'' 1914).
In the American journals of education and psychology there are many
articles that contain suggestions and hints. Of course, there are vol-
umes on methods of teaching, both general and special, but none based
on anything more than the main laws of mental life, laws which are
applicable to all activities rather than to the peculiarities of special
cases. In spite of much experimentation, little has been written con-
cerning the training of the separate mental processes other than by
practice.